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events, we can imagine a certain period in the history
of evolution when some primitive living thing started
to acquire in a crude way the beginning of the faculty
of seeing. Of course, with very limited intelligence,
the primitive creatures used the miraculous new
faculty chiefly to get something to eat, or to save them-
selves from being eaten. If we were to imagine them
as possessing some intelligence, we could expect that
the new faculty could enable them to make "dis-
coveries " that would appear unexplainable and
miraculous to their blind fellow countrymen. While
the average blind creature would probably open his
mouth a hundred times in every direction in order to
get something in, and would get it about in proportion
to the theory of probabilities, yet the next fellow, using
a little eyesight, would make an incomparably better
number of good guesses simply because he used a
higher faculty.
This idea can further be demonstrated by a picture
resulting from an experiment made by the scientist,
John Lebbock, with ants, and described in his book,
Ants, Bees and Wasps. This picture was repro-
duced in the book, The General Psychology, by my
father, Professor I. A. Sikorsky. The experiment con-
sisted of the following: a few larvae were placed on
top of a small piece of pencil which was stuck in
the ground. The two lines connecting the ant hill
entrance in 132, with the pencil in A, represent the
roads along which the ants were carrying the larvae
back home from the pencil. While the ants were
inside, the observer took the pencil from point A and
placed it at point B. The ant came out but could not
locate the pencil in the old place. However, by smell